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Kate,

With today’s high housing and energy costs, energy efficiency is an important tool for improving
affordability. That’s why the Next Generation Codes Coalition, which we lead, recently released an
energy code to help cities and states ensure that new homes are built to be highly efficient.
 
ACEEE and our coalition partners created this code because we saw a critical gap. The
International Energy Conservation Code (IECC), the leading model code for decades, has not
kept pace with recent advances in energy-saving and emissions-reducing technologies. And as
my colleague Skye Gruen recently highlighted, a proposal this year by the organization that
develops the IECC could stall or even reverse its progress.
 
The new code from the Next Generation Codes Coalition provides a practical step forward for
states and cities seeking stronger alternatives. It’s the first of three progressively more advanced
options we’ll be releasing this year, each set to significantly reduce utility bills and climate
pollution.
 
We’re excited to be underway in this ambitious project, and we look forward to helping state and
local governments with adoption and implementation in the months and years ahead.

Jennifer Layke
Executive Director

Efficiency Update
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https://www.aceee.org/
https://www.aceee.org/blog-post/2026/04/new-home-energy-code-leading-states-will-enable-lower-utility-bills
https://www.aceee.org/blog-post/2026/03/building-energy-codes-could-weaken-under-new-plan-raising-bills


New laws expand efficiency in Virginia: A series of bills designed to reduce residents’
energy costs by ramping up efficiency programs have been signed by Governor Abigail
Spanberger or await her signature. Key measures include new targets for utilities to help
low-income families who use oil or propane for heating switch to heat pumps, the extension
of bill assistance and weatherization programs, and a backstop to protect consumers from
potential rollbacks of federal efficiency standards for appliances and equipment.
Maryland efficiency cuts headed for law: Both chambers of Maryland’s legislature
passed final versions of a bill that will significantly reduce energy savings targets for utility
efficiency programs. ACEEE estimated that an earlier version of the bill could cost Maryland
electric customers a net of $592 million, and the current version could cost even more by
further delaying the return to original program levels. The bill awaits the signature of
Governor Wes Moore, who has championed it.

Our Latest Research

Industrial Capital Investment
Decisions: Pathways to Energy
Program Engagement

Our latest report identifies approaches for
overcoming obstacles for industrial efficiency
projects and makes recommendations to
maximize participation in utility-run efficiency
programs.

Strategies for Enhancing
Resilience and Minimizing
Vulnerabilities to Extreme Heat
Events

This brief highlights strategies to strengthen
grid reliability, maintain habitable indoor
conditions, and protect vulnerable residents.

​​​​​​See all our recent blog posts and press releases.

ACEEE in Action
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https://www.aceee.org/blog-post/2026/04/virginia-ramps-efficiency-efforts-address-energy-affordability-challenges
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB1532
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aceee.org%2Ffact-sheet%2F2026%2F03%2Fcutting-empower-hb-1532-would-increase-electricity-costs&data=05%7C02%7Cbsomberg%40aceee.org%7Cf1b614ff65db424622f108dea9f24d1f%7Cd317cef123d5472bb8d214478f8bdf27%7C0%7C0%7C639135055311128125%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2IwkjVwJ0niYYE1B%2Fz30IpKhiscNJ3p47OagmIy9cIA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.aceee.org/research-report/i2601
https://www.aceee.org/research-report/i2601
https://www.aceee.org/research-report/i2601
https://www.aceee.org/topic-brief/2026/04/strategies-enhancing-resilience-and-minimizing-vulnerabilities-extreme-heat
https://www.aceee.org/topic-brief/2026/04/strategies-enhancing-resilience-and-minimizing-vulnerabilities-extreme-heat
https://www.aceee.org/topic-brief/2026/04/strategies-enhancing-resilience-and-minimizing-vulnerabilities-extreme-heat
https://www.aceee.org/topic-brief/2026/04/strategies-enhancing-resilience-and-minimizing-vulnerabilities-extreme-heat
https://www.aceee.org/blog
https://www.aceee.org/press-releases


Emily Sims, senior policy associate, presented on how utilities can support state and local
building performance standards in a panel during DC Climate Week.

ACEEE in the News

A few of our favorite media highlights from the past month:

The American Prospect quoted executive director Jennifer Layke on the Trump
administration seeking to cut weatherization assistance and LIHEAP. 
State and utility director Forest Bradley-Wright spoke to Canary Media about the short-
sightedness of states reducing energy efficiency programs.
Baltimore public radio station WYPR quoted senior policy manager Anna Johnson on the
increased costs expected from cuts to efficiency programs in Maryland.

Staff Update

Jennifer Callahan joins ACEEE as research editor. Jen previously worked
at the International Council on Clean Transportation as managing editor.
She holds a master of environmental studies in sustainability management
from the University of Waterloo and a bachelor’s degree from St. John’s
University.

Emma de Leon joins as research analyst, industry program. Emma
previously worked at LifeCity as a sustainability associate. She holds a
bachelor of arts in environmental studies and communication.
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https://prospect.org/2026/04/16/trump-poor-peoples-power-bills-too-damn-low-liheap/
https://www.canarymedia.com/articles/energy-efficiency/why-are-blue-states-scapegoating-energy-efficiency
https://www.wypr.org/wypr-news/2026-04-17/cuts-to-marylands-energy-efficiency-program-are-imminent-what-will-the-impact-look-like


ACEEE on the road: On May 18, executive director Jennifer Layke will speak about federal energy
and environmental policy in a panel at the AHRI Policy Symposium in Washington, DC.

Upcoming Events

August 2–7
Pacific Grove, CA

Register by June 5 for the early bird rate

Learn more

Support ACEEE today with a tax-deductible contribution

​​​​​​ACEEE is proud to earn a four-star rating from Charity Navigator. This is the highest possible
rating, reflecting that our foundation, corporate, and donor funds are used responsibly and

efficiently.

Support Us

Connect with us on social media:

ACEEE, 529 14th Street., N.W., Suite 600, Washington, DC 20045
Sent by aceeenews@aceee.org
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/aceee/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/aceee/
https://www.threads.net/@aceeedc
https://www.threads.net/@aceeedc
https://bsky.app/profile/aceeedc.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/aceeedc.bsky.social
https://www.facebook.com/myACEEE/
https://www.facebook.com/myACEEE/
https://www.instagram.com/aceeedc/
https://www.instagram.com/aceeedc/
https://www.ahrinet.org/2026-policy-symposium
https://www.aceee.org/2026-summer-study-energy-efficiency-buildings
https://www.aceee.org/2026-summer-study-energy-efficiency-buildings
http://www.aceee.org/donate
https://www.aceee.org/donate
mailto:aceeenews@aceee.org?subject=&body=
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