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Objectives

● Powerful Tools 
-Energy Impact Calculator, Greenhouse Gas Toolkit, PG Benchmark 
Reports

● Powerful Stories
-Geisinger Health, Gundersen Health, UW Health, & Ascension Health

● Lasting Inspiration
-Bring ideas to your colleagues and share best practices



Source: Practice Greenhealth 2016 & 2017 Data Tables (Benchmark Report)





@
 Gundersen Health System





@
 UW

 Health



Karin Zuegge, MD, associate chair for education in the 
Department of Anesthesiology and health medical director for 
sustainability, championed this initiative at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison School of Medicine and Public Health. She 
conducted education, developed a website with additional 
resources and information, and created vaporizer label stickers
as a quick visual reminder for providers to consider the 
environmental impact of their practice. The stickers include the 
global warming potential of each of the anesthetic gases, links to 
FDA-recommended flow rates for each, and a QRC code so 
providers could use their smartphones to scan the code and be 
directed to the website for more information.

Simply by conducting education and making the information 
available to providers, their facility saved more than $20,000 a 
month by reducing desflurane use. They also calculated their 
emissions per case, going from 91.67 kg/CO2 per case pre-
education to 56.32 kg CO2 per case after education. This 
reduction adds up to over 4 million kg of CO2 annually, or the 
equivalent of taking 875 cars off the road for one year.

https://anesthesia.wisc.edu/index.php?title=Green
https://anesthesia.wisc.edu/green/UWAnesVaporizerLabelsL.pdf


@ Geisinger Health



@ Ascension Health

@ Ascension Health



With three years to spare, Ascension not only hit the Better Buildings Challenge goal to 
reduce energy waste by 20 percent by 2020, but also surpassed it. From July 2008 to 
December 2016, Ascension, the largest nonprofit health system in the U.S. and the 
largest Catholic health system in the world, was able to reduce energy usage by 21.4 
percent. Its energy-reducing efforts saved $53.3 million in costs and reduced carbon 
dioxide emissions by 1,114,600 tons across its 141 acute care hospitals.













Resources Shown

● Energy Impact Calculator (EIC)
● Greenhouse Gas Reduction Toolkit
● Anesthetic GHG Reduction Blog
● Energy & Climate Facts Video Blog
● Do No Harm Video
● Practice Greenhealth Benchmark Reports
● Gundersen Health Independence Story
● Ascension Better Building’s Story
● Practice Greenhealth Data 101 Series

https://practicegreenhealth.org/topics/energy-water-and-climate/energy/energy-impact-calculator
https://practicegreenhealth.org/topics/climate/ghg-reduction-toolkit
https://practicegreenhealth.org/about/press/blog/anesthesia-providers-lead-health-care-ghg-reduction
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=60WNGUMqGTw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vv5paSCTYAk
https://practicegreenhealth.org/tools-resources/sustainability-benchmark-report-0
https://www.biocycle.net/2013/09/23/health-care-provider-zeros-in-on-energy-independence/
https://www.biocycle.net/2013/09/23/health-care-provider-zeros-in-on-energy-independence/
https://www.biocycle.net/2013/09/23/health-care-provider-zeros-in-on-energy-independence/
https://www.biocycle.net/2013/09/23/health-care-provider-zeros-in-on-energy-independence/
https://www.hfmmagazine.com/articles/2994-ascension-hits-better-buildings-challenge-goal-three-years-early
https://practicegreenhealth.org/sites/default/files/upload-files/greenhealth-academy-data_101_series.pdf




Thank You!



imian@practicegreenhealth.org  
LinkedIn.com/in/iqbalmian


