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The use of building energy simulation models in the engineering analysis of the savings from conservation or
energy efficiency measures is a widely-accepted procedure in the evaluations of the gross impacts of DSM
programs l. Also, simulation models are used to disaggregate whole-building loads into end-use components2. The
purpose of this study was to evaluate how well energy use predicted with building energy simulation models
compares with energy use measured by end-use metered data. Additionally, this study was designed to demonstrate
how predicted energy use is affected by different level of data availability.

In order to demonstrate the impact that the use of data at different resolution levels have on the estimation of
HVAC energy use, the following levels of resolution were defined:

Level (1) Detailed building characteristics data collected on-site.
Level (2) Monthly energy and peak demand billing information with level (1) data.
Level (3) Inspection of working condition of HVAC equipment with level (2) data.
Level (4) Whole-building hourly data with level (3) data.
Level (5) End-use monitoring data for major non-conditioning loads with level (4) data.

The results of the analysis indicate that a combination of detailed audit data with monthly utility bills provides
reasonable accuracy for determination of annual consumption of HVAC systems. However, for a better
understanding of HVAC load shapes, whole-building hourly load profile data (e.g., utilities’ load research data)
can significantly improve the accuracy.

Introduction

The question of how much data are necessary to adequate-
ly simulate a building and obtain reasonable end-use load
shapes requires defining what is “reasonable.” This
reasonableness changes, depending on the objectives for
which the simulation results are being used. The objec-
tives could include a good understanding of annual energy
use, of monthly or annual peak demand, or of daily load
shapes. The objective of this study was to evaluate the
improvement of the simulation results for annual energy
use and average daily load shapes. Another study3 has
used other approaches to develop load shapes; however,
this study is concentrated on building simulations devel-
oped only on engineering principles.

The study and the resulting paper are based on results of a
combination of several research projects conducted for the
Southern California Edison Company (SCE). These

include an impact evaluation of commercial hardware
rebate project,4 a commercial building commissioning
project, and an end-use metering project. 5 The type of
data that each one of these projects provided for the
analysis is described below. An overview of the analysis
approach is given in Figure 1.

The analysis was focused on five levels of data. Specific
definitions for each level are as follows:

First    On-site data collection was conducted to obtain
data detailed enough for DOE-2 simulation. Build-
ing operation information was obtained through
interviews with the building managers/operators.
These data were used to develop a DOE-2 input
(BDL) file using the pre-processor (a BDL
generator).
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Figure 1. Analysis Approach

Building monthly billing data, including kWh and
kW, were available to reconcile the results ob-
tained from the DOE-2 simulations.

An additional inspection of the site was conducted
to check the operation of the HVAC equipment
(i.e., condition of filters, time clocks, economiz-
ers, mixed air dampers, etc. ) This information
refined the data obtained from the walk-through
audit performed in the first step.

Whole-building hourly energy use data were avail-
able. These data were used to further refine the
operations schedule of the equipment, particularly
during the building’s non-operational periods.

End-use load shapes were available from an end-
use monitoring project for the major non-
conditioning equipment, mainly lighting for all six
buildings.

Methodology

Under the impact evaluation project, a sample of buildings
that had received a rebate from the utility were visited,
and detailed on-site data were collected. The level of
detail was sufficient to develop a DOE-2 input file (BDL)
using a DOE-2 pre-processor developed by ADM. The
pre-processor describes the geometrical layout of a

building by defining walls, windows, roofs, floors, base-
ments; providing operating schedules for HVAC, lighting,
equipment and other internal loads; and developing
thermal zones within each building. The output of the
pre-processor is a complete BDL file that describes the
building for simulation with DOE-2. The buildings under
this project were then simulated using DOE-2.lE. This
project provided two initial sets of data used for the
analysis in this paper: the collected data and a first set of
DOE-2 estimates of HVAC energy use.

The results of the simulations were then compared with
actual monthly bills. Based on this comparison, operation-
al schedules were modified to reconcile the DOE-2
estimation more closely with the billing information. The
results of the comparison provided the first and second
level of results which were used in the analysis reported
in this paper.

The objective of the second project, which is ongoing, is
to address the potential for energy savings from recom-
missioning existing commercial buildings. As part of this
evaluation, a subset of the building sites visited in the first
study were revisited. During this second visit, HVAC
operation and conditions were further investigated. Panels
from the HVAC equipment were removed to identify filter
conditions, loose belts, sensors operations, damper
controls and other failures that could cause the equipment
not to operate at the intended design. The information
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obtained from this revisit were then used to alter the shift in “on” or “off” time of an end-use or equipment.
original BDL, and the modified BDL files were re-run The results of the simulation using the changes resulting
through DOE-2. The results of this simulation provided from the review of the whole building load shapes provid-
estimated HVAC energy for the third level. ed the HVAC energy use for the fourth level.

A commercial building end-use monitoring project that has The results for the fifth level were obtained by using
been ongoing for the past several years provided the lighting profile data collected through end-use monitoring
necessary data and information for the fourth and fifth and re-simulating the buildings in place of estimated
levels. Data on whole building loads that were collected at lighting profiles.
fifteen-minute intervals were aggregated to develop hourly
load profiles, which were then averaged for each season. Building Specifications
Most utilities have load research data that could be used
for verifying simulation results. These types of data pro- The six buildings selected for this study had data for all
vide valuable insight to the operation of the building five levels of analysis, including HVAC monitored data.
equipment, particularly during the time that the auditor is There were three office buildings and three retail stores,
not in the building. Initial simulations of the operation of all located in Southern California. The description of the
equipment during these periods are based on the informa- buildings is provided Table 1.
tion obtained during the interview of the building
manager/operator. By using the whole-building load Resultsprofiles, the schedules in the original data file were
changed to reflect the additional information on operations
during those periods of time not observed by the auditor. Table 2 compares total building end-use intensities (EUIs)

and HVAC end-use intensities for each test building and

In some cases, there was very little or no change in the level of data. These statistics reflect the accuracy with

schedule. In other cases, the new data only provided a which each analytical level estimates energy consumption.
Table 3 lists the root mean squared errors (RMSE) for the
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average summer weekday hourly loads by test building profile estimation for this sample of buildings, although
and level of data. The data used to calculate these errors
re the average summer weekday load profiles which are
presented graphically in Figures 2 through 7 for the six
buildings studied. These statistics, along with Figures 2 to
7 provide insight into the accuracy with which each
analytical level estimates the average demand profiles.
Inspection of Tables 2 and 3 and Figures 2 to 7
demonstrates that in general each additional level of data
improved the performance of both energy and demand

there were some exceptions. The results for each level are
discussed in greater detail below.

Level 1. Simulation based solely on on-site data collection
generated average absolute EUI estimation errors of 18.2
percent for total building consumption and 17.8 percent
for HVAC consumption. The absolute estimation errors
for whole building EUIs ranged from 8 to 36 percent for
the six buildings studied. Absolute estimation errors for
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Figure 2. Average Summer Hourly Profile for Office #1

HVAC EUIs ranged from 1 to 27 percent. The root mean with one building unchanged and one building with slight-
squared error for the average summer hourly HVAC load
profile at this level averaged 15.2 kW. To put this number
in perspective, the peak loads from the average summer
hourly HVAC load profiles range from 40 to 100 kW for
the six buildings studied.

Level 2. When the simulation input files were modified to
account for billing data, the average absolute errors in
EUI estimation improved to 7.1 percent for total building
consumption and 9.5 percent for HVAC consumption. The
whole building EUI errors improved for five of six
buildings, and there was no change for the sixth. The
HVAC EUI errors improved for four of the six buildings,

ly higher error. The average root mean squared error for
the summer HVAC load profiles was 14.1 kW. Significant
improvements in load profile estimation were observed for
the Retail 1 and Retail 3 buildings and modest improve-
ments for the Office 2 building. There was no improve-
ment in the Office 1 and Office 3 buildings and a slight
increase in error for the Retail 2 building. Therefore, it
can be seen that billing information offered substantial
improvements for estimating energy consumption in this
sample, but relatively modest improvements for estimating
load profiles. The gain in accuracy observed from billing
information was greater for whole building consumption
estimates than for HVAC consumption.
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Figure 4. Average Summer Hourly Profile for Office#3

Level 3. When an HVAC inspection is added to the
simulation input preparation, the average absolute EUI
estimation errors fall to 6.7 percent for total building
consumption and 7.9 percent for HVAC consumption.
Four of the six buildings showed reduced error in whole
building EUIs, one was unchanged and one had increased
error. Just two of the six showed reduced error in HVAC
EUIs, while three showed increased error. The average
root mean squared error for the summer HVAC load
profile was 12.7 kW. The load profile estimates for the
0ffice 3 and Retail l buildings improved significantly, and

the Office 2 building improved modestly. The RMSE in
the Office 1 and Retail 3 buildings was unchanged and
there was an increase in RMSE for the Retail 2 building.
The improvement in the HVAC consumption estimate was
the most significant benefit observed from the HVAC
audit, while the improvements in total building consump-
tion and load profile estimates were more modest.

Level 4. With the addition of whole building load metered
data to adjust simulation input, the average EUI estimation
errors were 6.0 percent for total building consumption and
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Figure 6. Average Summer Hourly Profile Retail #2

12.1 percent for HVAC consumption. Whole building
EUIs improved for three buildings and worsened for
three. The HVAC EUI errors were worse for five of the
six buildings. The average root mean squared error for the
summer HVAC load profile fell to 8.0 kW. The load
profile estimates improved in five of the six buildings and
a significant decline in accuracy was seen for one build-
ing. The load profile estimates in this sample improved
dramatically with the whole building load data, but the
gain in total building consumption estimation was more
modest. The accuracy of the HVAC consumption estimate

declined for this sample, although it is not clear whether
that would be true for a larger sample.

Level 5. For the final level of analysis in which monitored
lighting data was used to set simulation inputs, the average
EUI estimation errors were 4.2 percent for total building
consumption and 11.6 percent for HVAC consumption.
The whole building EUI errors were better for three
buildings and worse for three. For the HVAC EUIs, again
three buildings had reduced absolute errors and three had
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-w . - #-.. “ - . . . . .Figure 7. Average Summer Hourly Profile for Retail #3

increased absolute errors. The average root mean squared
error for the summer HVAC load profile dropped to
7.3 kW. Significant improvements were seen in the load
profiles estimates for the Retail 1 and Retail 2 buildings,
and a modest improvement was seen in the Office 3 build-
ing. The remaining three buildings had small increases in
RMSE from the previous level. The improvement in the
total building consumption estimate was the most dramatic
observed at this level, and the improvement in the load
profile estimate was also significant. The improvement in
the HVAC consumption estimate was fairly modest.

Conclusions

In progressing from Level 1 to Level 5 load estimation
procedures, the average estimation error observed for
whole building consumption was cut by 77 percent, with
the greatest gains coming from billing data and lighting
monitoring data. The average estimation error for HVAC
consumption was cut by just 35 percent. The greatest gain
in HVAC consumption estimation accuracy was with the
addition of billing data, while the use of whole building
load data was accompanied by a decline in HVAC
consumption accuracy. The average root mean squared
error for summer HVAC load estimation was cut by 52
percent. The most significant gain in load estimation
was observed with the addition of whole building load
data.

needed to achieve reasonable estimates of HVAC load
shapes. This is supported by Figure 8, which represents
the average load shapes for the six buildings studied for
levels 2 and 4. The availability of monitoring data limited
the number of buildings which could be examined in this
study, so it would be useful to extend this analysis to a
larger sample of buildings as data become available to
confirm these findings.
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Overall, this study supported the conclusion that simula-
tion with monthly billing reconciliation provides reason-
able results for estimation of annual HVAC use. How-
ever, based on this study, whole-building load data are
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Figure 8. Average Summer Hourly Profile for All Buildings
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