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The Southeast Energy Efficiency Alliance (SEEA) is a nonprofit that promotes 
energy efficiency across all sectors for a cleaner environment, a more 
prosperous economy, and a higher quality of life in the Southeastern region of 
the United States. 
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*MUSH = Municipal, Hospital, School, University
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City Program
Charlottesville, VA UVA Community Credit Union- Green $ense 

Lending Program - tied to Home 
Performance with ENERGY STAR retrofits.
Unsecured loans 9.99% APR/5 yr
Secured 7% fixed APR /10 yr

Chapel Hill, NC Revolving Loan Fund

Carrboro, NC Revolving Loan Fund

Charleston, SC Revolving Loan Fund and QECB

Jacksonville, FL Interest Rate Buy Down offered through 
three credit union partners

New Orleans, LA Loan Loss Reserve

USVI Revolving Loan Fund and ESPC

Nashville, TN On Bill Rebate
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$2 Million Loan Loss Reserve 

RFI for multiple lenders in Region

Leverage 10 to 1

Sustained lending
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Solar and Energy Loan Fund (SELF)
Residential and Commercial applicants 
Partnered with local financial institutions
SELF plans to offer loans up to $30,000 for eligible 
energy enhancements. 
Created a Community Development Financial 
Institution (CDFI)
SELF will give qualifying residents and business 
owners the ability to secure financing for:

Weatherization (insulation, caulking, window and door 
replacement)
Replacement of inefficient air-conditioning systems 
Solar thermal and solar photovoltaic systems
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Availability
Creditworthiness Mitigation

Utility bill payer in good standing
Property taxpayer
Loss Reserve or Loan Guarantee Fund
Additional Collateral by third party

Flexibility
Loan Term
Prepayment terms
Comprehensiveness of measures allowed
Tie-ins to Other Financing Instruments (mortgage, equity loan)
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Governor Perdue Signs Energy Legislation 

Legislation will allow local governments to dramatically accelerate energy efficiency and water conservation in Georgia’s buildings and 
homes

Atlanta, GA, May 25, 2010 – On Friday, May 21, Governor Sonny Perdue signed House Bill 1388, which allows property owners to finance water 
conservation, energy efficiency, and renewable energy projects on private property through bonding programs with local development 
authorities across the state.  This approach eliminates the chief barrier to successful water and energy conservation projects: the large upfront 
cost.  Under these financial programs, counties or cities have the ability to finance energy improvements.  Under Georgia’s new bill, local 
development authorities will be administering the programs with collaboration with local governments.

Local development authorities who participate will choose which projects to finance based on the benefits of the project to the community.  
Participation is voluntary and property owners that choose to participate repay the loans over a period determined by the development 
authority.

The Southeast Energy Efficiency Alliance (SEEA), in collaboration with its private and public partners, was the leading organization championing 
this bill.  “We applaud the leadership of the Governor, Representative Tim Bearden and Senator Chip Rogers for passing and signing the HB 
1388.  This is a tool that allows communities to design energy efficiency and water conservation programs specific to their communities’
needs. SEEA’s goal is to increase the use of energy efficiency across the Southeast and Governor Perdue’s signing of this bill is a significant 
step for the state of Georgia and for the region,” says SEEA Executive Director Ben Taube.

The installation of water conservation and energy efficiency devices will create multiple opportunities for local small businesses. In addition, these 
investments will enable citizens and businesses to manage their utility bills due to decrease energy and water consumption.  Similar 
legislation has been enacted in Louisiana, Virginia, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Illinois, Maryland, Nevada, Oregon, Texas, Colorado, 
Vermont, California, and Wisconsin.

For additional information on House Bill 1388, contact Ben Taube, Executive Director, Southeast Energy Efficiency Alliance or visit 
www.seeealliance.org.

SEEA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit that brings together businesses, utilities, governments, public utility commissions, energy service companies, 
manufacturers, retailers, energy and environmental organizations, low-income energy advocates, large energy consumers, and universities to 
promote energy-efficient policies and practices.  SEEA is based in Atlanta, GA, and is active in the 11-state region of Alabama, Arkansas, 
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia.  www.seealliance.org



12

Ben Taube, Executive Director

999 Peachtree Street NE, Suite 1950
Atlanta, GA 30309
O: 404.566.4180
C: 404-931-1518 

ben@seealliance.org
www.seealliance.org


