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Background
Overview of Seattle’s Program
Timeline/Scope
Program Design
Role of Utilities
Lessons Learned
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Agenda
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Reduce greenhouse gas emissions:
7% below 1990 levels by 2012
30% below 1990 levels by 2024
80% below 1990 levels by 2050

Industrial 
Operations

Industrial 
Buildings

Commercial

Residential Other

Transportation

Buildings account for 26% 
of our carbon footprint

Climate Protection Initiative
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Green Building Capital Initiative
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Improve the energy efficiency of residential and 
commercial buildings
– Improve energy efficiency in existing buildings by 20% 

by 2020
– Improve energy efficiency in new buildings and major 

retrofits consistent with intent of the 2030 Challenge

50 stakeholders in 14 meetings July 2008 to Jan 
2009 to provide feedback on policies the City can 
adopt to meet these goals
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Data based on 2008 BOMA 
Experience Exchange Report
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Allow an informed 
market  to drive 
energy efficiency 
improvements

Benchmarking
Disclosure
Annual reporting

Seattle’s Disclosure Ordinance
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Benchmarking -> Building Owners
– Establish a baseline of energy performance for each 

property
– Guide energy efficiency investment decisions

Disclosure -> Affected Parties
Annual reporting -> City of Seattle
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Benchmarking



www.seattle.gov/dpd/greenbuilding

Benchmarking -> Building Owners
Disclosure -> Affected Parties
– Compare performance (and future operating costs) 

between similar properties
– Guide purchasing, leasing and financing decisions

Annual reporting -> City of Seattle
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Disclosure
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Benchmarking -> Building Owners
Disclosure -> Affected Parties
Annual reporting -> City of Seattle
– Monitor changes in energy use across the entire 

portfolio of buildings in the city
– Identify market sectors with the greatest needs and 

opportunities (guide future policies and incentive 
programs)

– Guide development of future policies and incentive 
programs

9

Reporting
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Process Flow Diagram
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Seattle’s Implementation Schedule

Sector Requirements
Non-Residential Mandatory disclosure of Energy Star Portfolio 

Manager benchmarking data and rating
Reported through EPA secure server 

Properties > 50,000 SF
868 Buildings, 155 million SF

B y Oct 3, 2011 and annually thereafter
(6-month grace period from Apr 1, 2011)

Properties 10,000 to 50,000  SF
2,330 Buildings, 49 million SF

B y Apr 1, 2012 and annually thereafter

Multi-Family Mandatory disclosure of Energy Star Portfolio 
Manager benchmarking data
Reported through EPA secure server

Properties With ≥  5 Units
5,760 Buildings 
93,800 Units

B y Apr 1, 2012 and annually thereafter
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Program Elements

Policy Development
Outreach Campaign
IT Development
Training/Support Materials
Analysis of Annual Reports
Compliance/Enforcement
Referrals to Conservation Programs
Program Evaluation
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Stakeholder Concerns

What do I have to do?
What if I’m already benchmarking?
How much work will this create?
What meters/spaces are included?
How is the information going to help me?
Is confidentiality of the data protected?
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Partnership of City and Utilities

Serving Utilities – Data Uploading
– Reduces workload for building owners
– Facilitates access to all meters
– Increases accuracy of data

Local Jurisdiction
– Has authority beyond that of utilities
– Creates consistency in reporting standards
– Drives traffic to utility conservation programs
– Provides analysis to inform incentive programs 
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Data Aggregation Trade-offs

• Ease of 
compliance

• Preserves 
confidentiality

• Usefulness 
of data
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Consistent regional 
or national data and 
reporting standards
Clear guidelines on 
confidentiality 
standards as applied 
to energy 
consumption data
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Future Needs
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Lessons Learned

Outreach is critical
Must be able to clearly 
communicate benefits
No common definition 
of a “building”
Every utility is unique
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Building a better Seattle.

Jayson Antonoff
Energy / Climate Change Policy Advisor
City of Seattle Dept of Planning and 
Development

jayson.antonoff@seattle.gov
206.386.9791

www.seattle.gov/dpd/EnergyBenchmarking

Questions?
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