
Adam Hinge
Sustainable Energy Partnerships

ACEEE/CEE Market Transformation Symposium
April 11, 2011





Graphic courtesy CoStar Group



... and what is your 
energy consumption 
per m2?



Originally set in 2002; “recast” in 2010

What does the EPBD require?

Energy Performance Certificates (EPCs) for
all buildings over a size threshold; 
domestic and non-domestic; new and 
existing, when built, sold or rented out
Display Energy Certificates (DECs) for 
public buildings
Inspections of boilers & air conditioning 

systems 



(report URLs on last slide)













Last November European 
Commission opened “infringement 
proceedings” for Italy and Spain for:
◦ Italian legislation ...does not comply with the 

requirements of the Directive. Furthermore, Italy has not 
adopted any measures regarding the requirement to 
carry out regular inspections of air-conditioning 
systems in order to evaluate their performance.

◦ Spain has not yet adopted a methodology for 
calculating energy performance or a certification 
scheme that covers all existing buildings. 



Originally Voluntary ABGR 
(Australian Building 
Greenhouse Rating), now 
NABERS* Energy
One to Five Star rating 
scheme, with half star 
intervals
In 2011, moves to 
mandatory “Commercial 
Building Disclosure”

*National Australian Built 
Environment Rating System









(Figures from BPIE “Energy Performance 
Certificates Across Europe” 2010)



(Figures from BPIE “Energy Performance 
Certificates Across Europe” 2010)





www.display-
campaign.org



Source: Tsinghua University Dep’t of Building 
S i



Major effort in Europe through EPBD 
Implementation
◦ Lots of lessons coming out; evaluations just 

beginning
Australia, China & others moving quickly
Some key issues raised in evaluations to date:
◦ Cost; quality control; reproducibility
◦ Adequate resources needed for administration and 

implementation
Labeling/Disclosure can feed energy code 
evolution





Resources:
Int’l Energy Agency - Policy Pathways: Energy 
Performance Certification of Buildings
◦ http://www.iea.org/papers/pathways/buildings_certification.pdf

Buildings Performance Institute Europe: Energy 
Performance Certificates Across Europe
◦ http://www.bpie.eu/publications.html

www.buildingrating.org


