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Massachusetts 
“Thanks to our investments in innovation and infrastructure, Massachusetts is now leading the nation in energy efficiency,” said Governor Deval Patrick. “Through our Green Communities Act, we set aggressive goals and laid the foundation for greater investment in energy efficiency -- and now we are proud to be a model for the nation and world.”

Environment Northeast
“This ranking affirms the policy choices Massachusetts has made: prioritizing cost-effective energy efficiency as the lowest cost, cleanest energy resource, emphasizing the importance of a strong, diverse stakeholder council, and committed program administrators,”  said Daniel Sosland, Executive Director of ENE (Environment Northeast).  ENE represents the environmental community on the state’s Energy Efficiency Advisory Council.

California
"The emergence of a new state at the top of ACEEE's State Energy Efficiency Scorecard is a welcome indicator that more and more of our country is aggressively pursuing the triple bottom line of energy efficiency: resource reliability, energy affordability and environmental improvement", said Southern California Edison Director of Customer Energy Efficiency & Solar Gene Rodrigues.  "California's policy makers, regulators and utilities all remain steadfastly committed to EE as the first energy resource in our state’s loading order so Massachusetts had to raise the bar this year to earn the number one spot.  Perhaps California ‑‑ or some other state ‑‑will raise the bar again next year."

New York
“I am extremely pleased that under Governor Cuomo’s leadership, New York has been recognized as one of the top three states in the U.S. for its energy efficiency policy and program implementation. NYSERDA is committed to ensuring that New York remains a leader in the clean energy economy through programs focused on research and development that will lead to long-term sustainability for both its residents and businesses,” said Francis J. Murray Jr., President and CEO of NYSERDA.  

Maryland
"I am thrilled that Maryland is being recognized as one of the top ten states and one of the most improved states for energy efficiency," said Malcolm Woolf, Director of the Maryland Energy Administration. "As a result of Governor O'Malley's vision in establishing one of the nation's most aggressive energy efficiency goals, Marylanders have already saved over 700,000 MWh of electricity and over $91 million dollars since 2009, and our peak demand program has helped us avoid major blackouts during our record-setting summer heat wave.”



Michigan
“We are excited that Michigan’s positive action on energy efficiency is being recognized nationally,” said Valerie Brader, the Chief Energy Policy Officer for the Michigan Economic Development Corporation. “Increasing efficiency saves us money while protecting our environment – which helps us keep Michigan a great place to do business and a great place to enjoy the outdoors.”

"We are excited that Michigan businesses and consumers have embraced our energy efficiency efforts.  At a time when the Michigan economy is struggling, our customers have seized the opportunity to save energy and save money.  As the economy of the state improves, the efficiency gains we make will help power that recovery."  Patti Poppe, Vice President of Customer Experience & Operations at Consumers Energy 

"It's gratifying to have national recognition for our strong energy efficiency efforts during the last two years, but even more important is that so many of our customers are becoming more energy efficient and reducing their energy bills," said Trevor Lauer, DTE Energy vice president, Marketing & Renewables. "We set some aggressive goals for our program, and the customer response has gone beyond even our expectations." 

Illinois
“Illinois is a purposeful leader in the area of sustainability, investing more than $600 million in energy efficiency projects over the last four years alone,” Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Director Warren Ribley said. “By supporting aggressive policies including the state’s energy efficiency portfolio standard and advanced building industry training and education, we are creating jobs, building more sustainable communities and securing our place in the new energy economy.”

Tennessee
“It is gratifying to see our efforts to grow in the energy efficiency arena continue to pay off,” Molly Cripps, Energy Division director, Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development, said. “Through the implementation of initiatives like our partnership with Pathway Lending on the Energy Efficiency Loan program, we’ve made it easier for Tennessee businesses to access financing for energy improvements. Ultimately, this means lower operating costs, increased productivity and more jobs for Tennesseans.” 

Nebraska
“Nebraska has made great strides in a number of areas that will result in achieving greater efficiencies in the use of energy,” Ginger Willson, Energy Office Director said.  “The partnership between state government and our utilities is making the difference in accomplishing our goals of updating the state’s energy code to the 2009 industry standard and the increasing use of EPA Energy Star benchmarking tools.”

Alabama
"We are honored to be among those states that ACEEE determined were most improved in 2011,” said Jim Byard Jr., director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, the parent agency for Alabama’s State Energy Office. “Our new statewide residential and commercial energy codes, coupled with loan programs that help businesses, local governments and schools make energy-saving upgrades, demonstrate Alabama's commitment to energy efficiency.”



About ACEEE: The American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy acts as a catalyst to advance energy efficiency policies, programs, technologies, investments, and behaviors. For information about ACEEE and its programs, publications, and conferences, visit aceee.org. 
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